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STUDY III 

VI. VISIONS OF THE ACTIVITY OF DEMONIC POWERS 

First day. — §23. Conflict in the heavens. Read 12:1-4. Thus far John 
has given a somewhat general description of the woes which seem to him to 
threaten the wicked Roman world. He now portrays more in detail the later 
stages of the conflict to issue in the complete downfall of Rome. As he pictures 
the struggle, it is not simply a strife between Christians and the Roman authorities. 
Ultimately it is a conflict between Satanic forces on the one hand and angelic 
powers on the other, the earth being merely the scene where the last battle is 
staged. First there is trouble in the heavens due to the activities of the great 
dragon. It was customary among the ancients to think of the starry heavens as 
the dwelling place of wonderful or monstrous creatures, such as John here describes. 
In his vision he sees in the sky a magnificently adorned woman and over against 
her a hideous evil monster ready to devour the child to which she is about to give 
birth. 

Second day. — Read 12:5 f. This picture is very reassuring to John. The 
woman's child when born is caught up to heaven away from the power of the 
dragon. In heaven the child is enthroned and designated as the deliverer who 
is presently to lead the angelic host in triumph over the heathen nations. Having 
given birth to this future hero, the astral woman disappears from the heavens into 
a remote dwelling place prepared for her upon earth by God. Here she awaits the 
end which is to come in 1,260 days, that is, three and a half years in ancient 
reckoning. This is the length of the final period of tribulation elsewhere referred 
to by John (11:21.; 12:14; 13 = 5)- The figures were probably derived from 
Dan. 7:25; 12:7. 

Third day. — Read 12:7-12. The dragon's power in the heavens is now 
brought to an end. Defeated by the angelic host, he must now relinquish his 
activities in the sky and confine his efforts to the earth. This fact means increased 
suffering for those who dwell upon the earth, for the dragon typifies all the forces 
of evil which have ever been associated with the terms "old serpent," "Devil," 
"Satan," and "deceiver." The devil and his angels now devote themselves 
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especially to the torture of mortals, thus inaugurating the final period of tribula- 
tion. But John's faith offsets these agonies with the assurance that the day of 
ultimate victory is at hand. For a brief period Satan may rage upon the earth, 
but having been cast down from the heavens his complete overthrow in the near 
future is certain. This assurance is doubly strong for John because it has come to 
him in his vision as a direct declaration from heaven. The heavenly voice rejoices 
that the demons have been rejected from the regions above the earth, even though 
earth and sea must as a result suffer greater woes. But Christians should not lose 
courage, for even the devil himself knows that "he hath but a short time" even 
for his earthly activities. 

Fourth day.— Read 12 : 13 — 13 : la. John concludes his picture of the dragon's 
conflict with the heavenly powers by picturing a final attack upon the heavenly 
mother as she flees away to the place where she is to remain for three years and a 
half (12:6). Incensed by the failure of his pursuit, he returns to wreak his ven- 
geance upon Christians, whom John pictorially designates as the earthly represen- 
tatives of the heavenly mother. 

Fifth day. — §24. Activity of the "beasts." Read 13:16-5. The dragon's 
activities upon earth are performed through the agency of a terrible beast typifying 
the power of Rome. Like the fabled monsters of antiquity, this animal is pictured 
as a composite creature combining the horrible qualities of different ferocious 
beasts. This figure as seen by John in his vision is the very incarnation of evil, his 
supreme iniquity being a demand for worship. This feature identifies him with 
the power of Rome and its emperor who received worship from his subjects, 
thus blasphemously elevating himself to the position of God. But in rendering 
him worship his terrified subjects were in reality worshiping the dragon, 
that is, Satan. John thinks this state of affairs will continue three and a 
half years — again using the traditional figures for the duration of the last 
tribulations. 

Sixth day. — Read 13 : 6-10. Temporarily God permitted the beast to exercise 
his power unhindered. He extended his sway all about the Mediterranean, which 
was the whole world for the people of that day. All peoples worshiped him except 
the Christians, who were persecuted for their refusal. But they are encouraged 
to endure patiently these afflictions, confident that their names alone are written 
in the heavenly book of life and that the days of violence will presently come to an 
end. In patience and faith the saints rest secure. 

Seventh day. — Read 13:11-15. John pictures a second beast less terrible 
than the first, but also representing the dragon. He symbolizes the zealous 
priest who had charge of the rites of emperor-worship. He strikes awe into the 
people by working marvels in their presence, even seeming to make the image 
of the emperor give forth audible utterances. The authority of this official was 
so great that he could put to death all who refused to participate in the rites of the 
imperial cult. 

Eighth day. — Read 13:16-18. The situation which John has in mind is very 
distressing. The zeal of the officials will be so great that everybody in all circles 
of society will be forced to observe the imperial rites. Indeed, no one will be 
permitted to engage in ordinary trade without a license indicating that he has 
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taken the oath of religious allegiance to the emperor. The license number suggests 
to John's imagination a bit of cryptic wisdom. Who is the individual to become 
this final exponent of wickedness at the head of the Roman Empire ? The answer 
was not far to seek. The worst emperor whom history had known had been Nero, 
hence Nero returned to life would become the final incarnation of wickedness and 
the bestial representative of Satan upon earth. Instead of explicitly mentioning 
Nero, John veils his answer, and heightens its impressiveness, by using the number 
666 obtained from a summation of the numerical values of the letters making up 
the name "Nero Caesar." The cumbersome practice of using letters (instead 
of our Arabic numbers) for numerals was common in the ancient world, and has 
survived to modern times in our so-called Roman numerals. 

Ninth day. — §25. Doom of the demonic powers. Read 14:1-5. Over against 
the foregoing picture of the final outburst of demonic activity John next presents 
pictures suggesting to the faithful the impending reversal of conditions. Mention 
is again made of the 144,000 to be saved from Israel (7:4) who have kept them- 
selves pure. John portrays their heavenly triumph in glowing colors as they 
appear upon the canvas singing an exclusive hymn of praise to God. Thus their 
victory over all Satanic foes is assured. 

Tenth day. — Read 14:6-8. John also hears a heavenly proclamation of 
triumph for the faithful from among the Gentiles of "every nation and tribe and 
tongue and people." They are admonished to worship only the true God if they 
would escape the doom which threatens Rome whose dominion extends so widely 
over the earth. The traditional wickedness of Babylon, long since fallen into 
ruins, furnishes John suggestive imagery for his veiled references to Rome — this 
great new "Babylon" whose doom is sealed. 

Eleventh day. — Read 14:0-13. Doom is pronounced not only upon Rome but 
upon all those inhabitants of the empire who follow the current practice of wor- 
shiping the ruler. The consuming fire of divine wrath will inevitably overtake 
all who yield to these blasphemous customs. They will suffer eternal torments, 
while Christians who remain faithful even unto death, if need be, will inherit rich 
blessings. 

Twelfth day. — Read 14:14-16. The next picture depicts impending doom 
still more vividly. The sickle suggests the reaper who gathers the harvest, and 
the image of one like unto a son of man suggests that the harvest is to be 
garnered by the powers of heaven who have already exhibited their superiority 
by casting Satan and his companions down to earth. This victorious power 
of heaven is soon to be manifested upon earth, "for the harvest of the earth is 
ripe." 

Thirteenth day. — Read 14:17-20. The next picture is designed to heighten 
the effect still further. The sickle is supplemented by the fire, the typical element 
of destruction. When the wicked are gathered like a harvest of grapes they will 
be trodden underfoot by the cavalry of heaven until the horses wade breast deep 
in the blood of the slain. These pictures are all suggestive of the final destruction 
awaiting the demonic powers that have been despoiling the earth with especial 
vigor ever since their ejection from heaven. They, and all the people who side 
with them, are destined for destruction. 
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VII. VISIONS OF THE SEVEN ANGELS OP DESTRUCTION 

Fourteenth day. — § 26. Preparations in heaven. Read 15:1-4. From giving 
a general description of the impending wrath of God, John now proceeds to par- 
ticulars as exhibited in the work of the seven angels who are to smite the earth with 
the seven final plagues expressive of the divine wrath. But before entering upon 
this description a picture is given of the heavenly preparation for these impending 
calamities. One purpose of this parenthetical picture is to encourage Christians 
to endure with confidence the afflictions of the last days. The glory of those who 
have refused to worship the beast, and their song of praise, are designed as a 
guaranty of the triumph of the faithful. 

Fifteenth day. — Read 15:5-8. Next the seven angels equipped with the 
seven plagues are seen emerging from the temple in heaven. They are gloriously 
adorned and are given portions of the divine wrath pictorially represented in 
liquid form so that it may be cast upon such earthly objects as are to be destroyed. 
In these preparations special stress is laid upon the glory and the power of God, who 
is now about to execute judgment upon the wicked earth. 

Sixteenth day. — -§27. Manifestations of divine wrath. Read 16:1-7. After 
the seven angels receive their full commission, they perform in turn the destructive 
task assigned them. The first plague is in the form of bodily affliction for those 
who have submitted to the worship of the emperor. The second affects the 
waters of the sea, turning them to blood and causing all the fish to die. When 
the third plague is liberated, all rivers and springs are similarly affected. This 
picture of the waters turned into blood is a very appropriate way of registering 
God's protest against the innocent shedding of the blood of saints and prophets 
by the wicked Roman authorities. The righteousness of this act of God is 
admitted even by the guardian angel of these waters— for the ancients usually 
thought of the sea, the rivers, and the springs as under the constant care of guardian 
spirits, while moderns ascribe the motion of the waters simply to the impersonal 
laws of gravity. 

Seventeenth day. — Read 16: 8-1 1. The fourth plague consists in an increase of 
the sun's heat, for which the wicked curse God in their distress instead of turning 
to him in repentance. Still greater agony overtakes the rulers when the fifth 
plague is released, smiting with destruction the imperial throne. Writhing in 
their agonies sinners blaspheme God, but show no inclination toward repentance. 

Eighteenth day. — Read 16:12-16. In the picture of the sixth plague John 
sees a representation of the preparation for the final assembling on earth of all 
the demonic hosts. This army of Satan includes mythical kings from the East, 
along with all the demonic broods that have been bred by the great dragon and 
his earthly representatives, the Roman imperial power and the imperial cult. All 
these forces are seen assembled at the fabled Har-Magedon of Jewish legend 
ready to give battle to the hosts of heaven. 

Nineteenth day. — Read 16:17-21. In the picture of the last plague the 
destruction of the present world is portrayed. The atmosphere becomes the 
final agent of divine wrath, and the great day of God bursts upon the forces of 
evil with overwhelming calamity. The weapons of the Almighty are lightnings, 
thunders, and earthquakes, which effect a general dissolution of all nature. All 
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cities fall, "Babylon" (Rome) being made the special object of divine wrath. 
Islands and mountains disappear, and fearful hailstones smite unrepentant 
sinners with destruction. 

vm. visions of home's doom 

Twentieth day. — § 28. Rome identified. Read 17:1-6. John is not content 
with portraying the seven plagues leading up to the end; the fate of sinful Rome 
needs to be depicted in even greater detail. He has further visions in which 
his angelic guide shows him some new pictures. First he sees a portrait of a 
wicked woman typical of Rome which has spread its power out over all the 
Mediterranean, teaching its wickednesses to all subordinate nations. The 
woman is gorgeously attired and seated upon a monstrous beast. She bears 
upon her forehead an inscription indicative of her iniquity, and she is reveling 
in the slaughter of the Christians. John is filled with wonder at the strange 
picture. 

Twenty-first day. — Read 17:7-11. The angel who is guiding John in his 
vision interprets the picture. It is already evident that the woman symbolizes 
Rome, but what is the meaning of the details in the picture ? In the first place, 
the beast represents a demonic creature which has come up out of the primeval 
abyss below the earth, and is doomed to final perdition. As he is present in the last 
times among men he excites the wonder and receives the worship of all who are 
not Christians. But already he has had a history, in that he impersonates the 
ruling imperial house with its succession of rulers from the beginning of the empire 
in 27 B.C. down to the demonic ruler who now holds sway while the fall of Rome 
is impending. The seven heads of the beast typify both the seven hills upon which 
Rome was built, and the seven rulers of the imperial house. Five of these rulers 
have already reigned, a sixth is now in power in John's day, a seventh is to hold 
office for a brief period, and then will come the rule of this beast which John sees 
in the picture and whose reign will mark the downfall of Rome. Although the 
beast is the eighth ruler, he is one of the seven who have preceded him; that is, 
he is a former emperor no longer alive, but to return to life again for the final act 
in the drama. In a previous connection we have noted that John regarded the 
"beast" of the last times as a reincarnation of Nero (§ 24), and the scar on one of 
his heads (13:3) recalled the fact that Nero had died by plunging a dagger into 
his own throat. 

Twenty-second day. — Read 17:12-15. The ten kings represent a mythical 
element in the picture having no counterpart in history. When the beast attains 
to the zenith of his power one hour before the end he will associate with himself 
ten subordinate princes, whom John probably thinks of as coming from the distant 
east when the river Euphrates has been dried up (16:12). The waters in the 
picture are also explained as representing the vast heathen population of the 
Roman Empire. 

Twenty-third day. — Read 17: 16-18. John here sees a new trouble for Rome, 
in the form of civil war, when these subordinate rulers and the last demonic 
emperor himself shall let loose upon the city their own forces of destruction. In 
order to make the identification of Rome unmistakably clear, the angel closes 
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his explanations with the statement that the woman is the great city that holds 
sway over the kings of the earth. 

Twenty-fourth day. — §29. Rome's fall described. Read 18:1-3. The 
Christians' ardent desire for the destruction of Rome is answered by still another 
picture exhibited to John in his visions. A mighty angel is seen descending from 
heaven in order to announce to men that the utter desolation of the wicked 
metropolis of the Mediterranean world is at hand. This fate is due her as a 
punishment for her crimes in teaching all the peoples of that world to share in and 
love her iniquities. The kings of all the nations have yielded to her temptations 
and the merchants have grown rich catering to her luxurious taste. 

Twenty-fifth day. — Read 18:4-8. The climax of Rome's sin, however, is her 
treatment of the Christians. John hears a voice summoning all Christians to 
withdraw from the wicked city, lest they be overtaken by the plagues about to fall 
upon her (chap. 16). She has filled up her iniquities to the limit of God's merciful 
endurance, and now the divine vengeance is to fall upon her, doubly afflicting her 
for the cruelties she has imposed upon the Christians. In her pride she boasts of 
her power, but destruction will come upon her in a single day when God enacts 
judgment. 

Twenty-sixth day. — Read 18 :g, 10. Rome's downfall is lamented by the 
subordinate princes of the empire who have enjoyed safety and prosperity under 
her protection, sharing also in her wicked luxuries. They are overcome with 
fear at her collapse, lamenting because of the terrible judgment that God has 
executed upon her. 

Twenty-seventh day. — Read i8:ii-i7<i. In the same picture John sees the 
merchants of the Mediterranean also weeping over Rome's destruction. She 
has been the greatest market of the world where they have sold the wares demanded 
by the luxurious habits of life in the metropolis. She has purchased from all over 
the world the most costly gems, the richest raiment, the most handsome orna- 
ments, the most delicate foods, the costliest perfumes, the finest horses and 
chariots for use upon the race course, the most numerous slaves, and even the 
very souls of men. But in a single hour all this wealth and luxury come to naught, 
leaving the host of merchants who have thriven upon this trade to lament the 
destruction of their wealth. 

Twenty-eighth day.— Read 18:176-20. The fall of Rome is also pictured as a 
sad blow to the busy shipping interests of the Mediterranean. Practically all of 
the merchandise handled in the city reached Rome by water. Her destruction 
spells disaster for every owner of ships and every seaman, whose fortune and liveli- 
hood depend upon the existence of Rome. In one hour all their business perishes, 
and they are overcome by lamentation. But heaven and the saints may rejoice 
since the hour of Rome's doom is the hour of their triumph. 

Twenty-ninth day. — Read 18: 21-24. As a final portrayal of Rome's downfall, 
John sees an angel cast a great stone into the sea where it is completely lost from 
view in an instant. So shall the great and wicked city vanish from the face of the 
earth in the day of God's judgment. No trace of life will be discoverable on the 
site where she formerly stood. Such shall be her doom because of her twofold 
sin — her luxurious living on the one hand, and her slaughter of the Christians on 
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the other. With such a picture of Rome's disaster John takes leave of this particu- 
lar phase of his subject. 

Thirtieth day. — § 30. Summary. Read through rapidly chaps 12-18. Ob- 
serve that John views the trials of the Christians as a direct result of Satan's 
wrath at being ejected from heaven. Hence the Roman emperor and his officers 
are the immediate agents of Satan when they demand on pain of death that Chris- 
tians worship the ruler. But since the ejection of Satan from heaven means that 
the power of God has already begun its triumphant activity, so Satan's depreda- 
tions upon earth will soon come to an end through the intervention of God. As 
the Roman Empire has become the especial agent of Satan for accomplishing his 
ends, the destruction of the empire is to be the first act in the divine program of 
judgment. By way of strengthening the Christians' confidence in their hour of 
present trial, John gives detailed descriptions making it perfectly plain to his 
readers that wicked Rome is destined for speedy destruction. Christians may 
expect a brief rule of another emperor (17:10) to succeed the present ruler, then 
the "beast" will appear ruling for three years and a half (12:6, 14; 13:5), and 
then Rome will perish from the face of the earth. Since the book of Revelation 
was written certainly not later than the reign of Domitian (81-96 A.D.), who is 
thus reckoned as the sixth emperor, John must have expected the downfall of 
Rome to occur early in the second century a.d. While Christianity gained its 
triumph over Rome much more slowly and in a very different way from that 
anticipated by John, the vivid picture of victory painted by him made his own 
faith contagious and served admirably to strengthen the endurance of believers in 
that hour of severe trial. Thus John made a very significant contribution toward 
the success of the new religion in one of the most precarious moments of its history. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 

1. With what great event in the heavenly world does our writer introduce the 
visions of chaps. 12-18 ? 

2. What comfort does the author secure from the fact that Satan has been 
cast out of heaven and down upon the earth ? 

3. What reflection of conditions in Rome is seen in the vision of the beast and 
bis worshipers ? 

4. How are the Christians encouraged in their steadfast refusal to worship the 
emperor ? 

5. What is the result of their refusal? What is the length of the period of 
persecution as pictured by the author ? 

6. How and why does the author connect the emperor Nero with his vision ? 

7. What are the Christians assured will be the fate of those who do engage 
in the worship of the emperor, and what contrast will the fate of the Christians 
offer? 

8. Who are the central figures of the series of visions, beginning with chap. 15, 
and how is the wrath of God pictured ? 

9. What conception of nature lies back of the visions of the waters in the 
third plague ? 

10. Up to what culminating event do all these terrible visions lead ? 
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ii. How does the author in his next vision show his familiarity with Roman 
history and his insight into the degenerating influences at work in the empire ? 

12. How does he avoid any misunderstanding as to his meaning ? 

13. In what way does he picture the unconsciousness of danger in Rome itself ? 

14. Give briefly the features of the picture of the final fall of Rome ? 

15. What is to be the attitude of the Christians as they witness this wholesale 
destruction ? 

16. For what two reasons is Rome to perish thus from the earth ? 

17. When did the writer of this book expect the pictured destruction to take 
place ? 

18. At what time and under what emperor did the Christian conquest of 
Rome actually occur ? 

19. How did this portion of the book actually serve the Christian cause at 
the time of its writing ? 

20. How does it suggest the fate of unrighteous nations in the modern world ? 



